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1 Samuel 24:1-4 
1 After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert of  
En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the 
Crags of the Wild Goats. 3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. 
David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, “This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said a to you, ‘I 
will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner 
of Saul’s robe. 
  
En = spring, Gedi = goat 
  
• Refuses to clutch/grasp what’s within reach but not God’s will 

  
1 Samuel 24:8-11 
8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When Saul looked behind him, David bowed 
down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground.  
9 He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’? 10 This day you have seen with your 
own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will 
not lift my hand against my master, because he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 11 See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in 
my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now understand and recognize that I am not guilty of 
wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. 
  
• Lifts the fog of lies 

  
1 Samuel 24:16-20 
16 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” And he wept aloud. 17 “You are more 
righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly. 18 You have just now told me of the 
good you did to me; the LORD delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me. 19 When a man finds his enemy, does 
he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD reward you well for the way you treated me today. 20 I know that you will 
surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. 
  
• Anchors in the reality that God (not circumstances) defines & dominates the desert 

  
“He started out running for his life and at some point he found the life he was running for, and the name of that life was 
God.” – Eugene Peterson 
  
Isaiah 35:6-7 
6…Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty 
ground bubbling springs. 
 


