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“As the West secularized, the locus points of authority moved from God, Scripture and the
church to the Enlightenment-based triad of science, research, and the university. The new
seat of secular authority then redefined what can be known (things like mathematics and
biology and not things like right, wrong and God). In doing so, it conveniently moved subjects
like religion and ethics into the domain of belief, by which most people mean opinion, feeling
or just wishful thinking.” - John Mark Comer

The Exile of Judah to Babylon in 586 BC.

Daniel 6:1-5
1 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps [state
governors] to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 with
three administrators over them, one of whom was
Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them
so that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel
so distinguished himself among the administrators
and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the
king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.
4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to
find grounds for charges against Daniel in his
conduct of government affairs, but they were unable
to do so. They could find no corrupt/on in him, because he was trustworthy and neither
corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, "We will never find any basis for charges
against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God."

> “..he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent” (v. 4)

Colossians 3:23-24

23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human
masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.
It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

“"One of the saddest experiences is to awaken at old age and discover that one has been using
only a small part of self.” - Gordon Macdonald

Daniel 6:10-11

10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his
upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down
on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these
men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help.

> “.just as he had done before” (v. 10)



“This process within our brains is a three-step loop. First, there
is a cue, a trigger that tells your brain to go into automatic mode
and which habit to use. Then there is the routine, which can be
physical or mental or emotional. Finally, there is a reward,
which helps your brain figure out if this particular loop is worth
remembering for the future: THE HABIT LOOP.”
- Charles Duhigg
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Daniel 6:16-17
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den.
The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!"

17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with
his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel's situation might not be
changed.

> “.whom you serve continually” (v. 16)

586 BC - exile to Babylon (Daniel = late teens, early 20’s)
522 BC - Darius & Medes take over Babylonian kingdom (Daniel = in his 80’s)

Daniel 6:18-23

18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without
any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 19 At the first light of
dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. 20 When he came near the den, he
called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God,
whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?" 21 Daniel answered,
"O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They
have not hurt me, because | was found innocent in his sight. Nor have | ever done any
wrong before you, O king." 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of
the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because
he had trusted in his God.

> “.trusted in his God” (v. 23)



